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ACTION ACDA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ACDE-00 ERDE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 

INRE-00 USIE-00 ERDA-05 CIAE-00 H-02 INR-07 10-10 

L-03 NSAE-00 OIC-02 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SAJ-01 

SAM-01 SP-02 SS-15 TRSE-00 NSC-05 ( ISO ) W 

082645 

OR 191814ZNOV 75 

FM USMISSION NATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4725 

SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO USDEL MBFR VIENNA 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USNMR SHAPE 

USCINCEUR 

SECRETUSNATO 6313 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 

SUBJ: MBFR: OPTION III: EQUIPMENT LIMITATIONS 

REF: A) MBFR VIENNA 544 181815Z NOV 75 

B) USNATO 5791 241050Z OCT 75 

C) USNATO 5618, 161034Z OCT 75 

1. WE SUPPORT THE GENERAL APPROACH SUGGESTED BY VIENNA CONCERNING 
THE TACTICS OF EQUIPMENT LIMITATIONS IN PARA 3, REF A. 

IN PARTICULAR, WE BELIEVE VIENNA HAS A POINT RE THE NEED 
TO TELL THE OTHER SIDE THAT THE ALLIES ARE WILLING TO DIS- 
CUSS LIMITATIONS ON CERTAIN US ARMAMENTS AT THE SAME TIME 
THE AHG TELLS THE OTHER SIDE THAT LIMITATIONS ON NON-US 
ALLIED EQUIPMENT ARE UNACCEPTABLE. WE WOULD MAKE THE FOL- 
LOWING POINTS CONCERNING THE TEXT IN PARA 3, REF A. 

2. FIRST, THE CURRENT VERSION OF PARA 5 OF THE DRAFT 
SECRET 

PAGE 02 NATO 06313 191944Z 

GUIDANCE (TEXT OF THIS PARA IS PARA 3, REF B) CONTAINS A 
NUMBER OF DRAFTING PROPOSALS FROM OTHER ALLIES, WHICH ARE 
EXPLAINED IN REF B. ANY NEW US TEXT SHOULD TAKE ACCOUNT OF 
THESE DRAFTING PROPOSALS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


3. SECOND, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY NOTED, THERE IS AN IMPORT- 
ANT ADVANTAGE IN THE CURRENT VERSION OF PARA 5 OF THE DRAFT 
GUIDANCE TAKEN IN CONJUNCTION WITH PARA 10 OF THE DRAFT 
GUIDANCE (TEXT OF PARAS 4 AND 6-10 ARE IN REF C). THAT 
ADVANTAGE IS THE SUCCESSIVE STEPS WHICH MUST TAKE PLACE 
BEFORE THE ALLIES CAN GIVE THE NEGATIVE ANSWER ON NON-US 
ALLIED EQUIPMENT LIMITATIONS. (NOTE: THE CURRENT FRG 
POSITION IS NOT TO MOVE PARA 10 INTO PARA 5, BUT TO ADOPT 

THE FIRST BRACKETED PHRASE IN PARA 10, SO THAT IT WOULD 
READ" "IF AT ANY POINT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AFTER THE POINTS 
IN PARA 5 ABOVE HAVE BEEN MADE, THE EAST ASKS FOR LIMI 
TIONS ON ALLIED NON-US EQUIPMENTS, ETC.”) VIENNA'S TEXT 
(PARA 3, REF A) COMBINES TWO OF THESE STEPS IN SENTENCES B 
AND C, SINCE IN THE CURRENT VERSION OF PARA 5, FURTHER 
EASTERN PRESSURE WOULD BE NEEDED TO TELL THE EAST THAT NON- 
US ALLIED EQUIPMENT IS NOT PART OF THE ALLIED OFFER. THIS 
STEP COULD BE INTRODUCED IN VIENNA'S TEXT BY INSERTING: 

"IF FURTHER PRESSED" AT THE BEGINNING OF SENTENCE C IN THE 
VIENNA TEXT. IF THE OPTION III OFFER WERE MADE TO THE EAST 
TOWARD THE END OF THIS NEGOTIATING ROUND, THE EXTRA STEP 
COULD RESULT IN NOT GIVING THE EAST FURTHER INFORMATION ON 
THE ALLIED POSITION ON EQUIPMENT LIMITATIONS PRIOR TO THE 
RECESS. 

4. THIRD, THE FIRST PART OF SENTENCE D IN THE VIENNA TEXT 
WOULD REQUIRE AN AHG JUDGEMENT THAT IT WOULD HELP OBTAIN AN 
INSTRUCTED EASTERN RESPONSE BEFORE THE AHG COULD GIVE THE 
FINAL NEGATIVE ANSWER TO EASTERN QUESTIONS ON NON-US EQUIP- 
MENT LIMITATIONS. WE CAN EXPECT SOME OF THE ALLIES TO 
OPPOSE THIS REQUIRMENT. THE US SHOULD CONSIDER IN ADVANCE 
WHETHER WE COULD EVENTUALLY DROP THE PHRASE "AND IN THE 
JUDGMENT OF ALLIED NEGOTIATORS, A FURTHER CLARIFYING STATE- 
MENT ON THE WESTERN POSITION ON THIS SUBJECT WOULD BE HELP- 
FUL IN OBTAINING AN INITIAL INSTRUCTED EASTERN RESPONSE." 

5. FOURTH, SENTENCE D(II) OF THE VIENNA TEXT BRINGS IN 
SECRET 

PAGE 03 NATO 06313 191944Z 

REDUCTION OF NON-US ALLIED EQUIPMENT, WHICH WE WOULD 

CONSIDER MORE A PARA 3 ISSUE. IT WOULD SEEM PREFERABLE NOT 
TO JUXTAPOSE THE FACT THAT REDUCTION OF NON-US AT, I, IF.D 
EQUIPMENT IS MERELY NOT PART OF THE WESTERN OFFER, WHILE 
LIMITATIONS ON NON-US ALLIED EQUIPMENT ARE NOT ACCEPT ABLE.BRUCE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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